
What is a Mobile Form? When do you use them?  
You use ASP.NET web forms to build web pages for HTML PC clients. ASP.NET mobile web 
forms allow you to build pages for mobile clients, regardless of the markup languages they 
support. 
 
Wireless developers have to cope with a confusing variety of different devices – small or large 
devices with different size screens, in color or monochrome, and that require one of the HTML, 
cHTML, WML, or XHTML markup languages, and quite often a specific “dialect” of one of 
those. 
 -- Wigley & Roxburgh, Ch. 1 
 
 
 
Do you have to use a specific device (PDA, phone, etc) to access a Mobile Form? How do 
you design for multiple / different devices?  
No, any device an access a mobile form – even a desktop computer. 
 
You can specify different content or different parameters based on the type of device. The 
DeviceSpecific/Choice constructs allow you to customize your application for specific devices – 
for example, to set the property of a control to one value on one device, and differently on others. 
Each construct consists of a DeviceSpecific element and one or more Choice child elements. 
Thus, the server control syntax declaration of any control that inherits from 
System.Web.UI.MobileControl can contain a single <DeviceSpecific> element. A 
<DeviceSpecific> element can contain any number of <Choice> elements. You use the 
<Choice> element to define each device. 
-- Wigley & Roxburgh, Ch. 1 
 
 
 
What is Adaptive Rendering?  
Adaptive rendering is a term which means to make the technology on the client device an 
irrelevance – or to put in another way, to use middleware on the Web server that takes care of 
worrying about the specific requirements of a particular client device on your behalf. 
 
The ASP.NET Mobile Controls use adaptive rendering to support over 200 different handheld 
devices from a single application. 
-- Wigley & Roxburgh, Ch. 1 
 



How are ASP.NET Mobile Controls different from Web Controls?  
In general, the mobile controls are very similar to the web controls; however, they are located in 
a different namespace, as shown here: 
 

 



 



 



 
 



 
 



 


