Really Simple Syndication



[What IS RSS?

Really Simple Syndication
RDF Site Summary

Rich Site Summary

Real-time Simple Syndication

Ron’s Super Summation... probably
won’t catch on...



[What IS RSS?

Concept in 97
First version in '99

January 2004: 307,000 feeds
August 2005: over 13 million feeds

O BusinessWeek Online
Today... we stopped counting, now
iIndividual websites offer as many as
13 million RSS feeds



What is RSS?

XML — Based

Follows a set of well-formedness constraints

Usually includes:
Title
Brief description
Link to the story
More options are available



RSS Aggregators

Subscribe to feeds

Mozilla Firefox
IE 7.0
Many, many others

Active instead of (the norm) passive
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i || Navigating cell phone headaches overseas
? || 3 held over computer virus spam
. || study: Cell phone signals excite brain
FI rEfox Start |_| Coming soon — mind-reading computers
| || Computer chip shatters speed records
|| Indian Web sites go with the flow
|| MySpace generation going online for yearbooks
|| France unveils Google Earth rival

Google

Web Images

I || Site digitizes millions of census records

|| Safety experts critical of MySpace changes

Google Search o

| Open in Tabs

Love Firefox? So do millions of others. Help us !

Firefox Help & Add-ons About Mozilla CDs & Merchandise

Get Involved

Done




[Classroom Need

Passive Restrictions — Go get it

o How many were actually receiving and/or
reading course announcements?

We decided — We'll bring it to you

o Every time you launch your browser, our
course announcements will be there.

o Positive comments from students



RSS Announcement System

. < O l I rse & CGT 141/CPT 141: Internet Foundations, Technologies, and Development - Mozilla Firefox = o
File Edit View Go Bookmarks Tools Help L%,

<Z| - LL,’ - @ @ @ L] http: /w2, tech, purdue. edujcgtfcoursesfcgt141f h_d["] @ Go @,

A n n O u n C e m e n tS [ conferences [ Journals B msmec B3 o B cnnTech B Esen BY sac B Lafayette B mso B slashdot BY 356 B 456 BY 513 BY sa18

O Appear as regular o e 7 —————

" SemesterDetails  Syllabus T e R e e —

bulleted it
Announcements
]
Final Exam Information: Your final exam will be on Wednesday, May 3, 2006 1:00-3:00 PM in EE 125. If you have 3 or more
exams on one day, you can schedule to take the exam at another time. If you plan on executing this right, you need to email

Professor Mohler acknowledging your desire to take the exam at another time before Wednesday, April 19 2006. Professor
Mohler is provided a list of eligible individuals for this option by the registrar.

O Are re ad fro m th e BoilerCast Lectures: Lectures for this course will be BoilerCast. [ Link ]

Naming Conventions: Exercise Naming Conventions and Drop Box Instructions [ Link ]

-
X M I fl I e to b e Email Procedures: Information regarding emailing the course instructor and your teaching assistant. [ Link ]

Accessing this Site and Resources: Login and password instructions [ Link ]

.
d I S p I aye d I I ‘ E re Entering Logins and Passwords on the Web: How to enter the domain name [ Link ]

ICS Login and Password in TCN Labs: Your IC3 career account login and password should work in the Technology
Computing Network labs located in Knoy Hall of Technology.

Classes Drive Information: The G drive or the classes drive can be accessed from within any Knoy laboratory. Simply open
My Computer and the G drive will be among the drives listed. Your TA will walk you through it during your first lab this week.

Transferring data from www2. tech.purdue.edu... HT




[What does RSS look like?

<rss version="2.0">
<channel>

<title>CGT 356</title>
<link>http://www?2.tech.purdue.edu/cgt/courses/cgt356/356 RSS.xml</link>
<description>Announcements for CGT 356</description>
<language>en-us</language>
<copyright>Copyright 2006 Purdue University</copyright>
<docs>http://www2.tech.purdue.edu/cgt/courses/cgt356/</docs>
<lastBuildDate>Wed, 15 Nov 2006 9:44:38 AM EST</lastBuildDate>

<image>
<title>CGT 356 Announcements</title>
<url>http://lwww2.tech.purdue.edu/cgt/courses/cgt356/images/xml_rss.gif</url>
<description>RSS Image</description>
<link>http://www?2.tech.purdue.edu/cgt/courses/cgt356/</link>
</image>
<item>
<title>Purdue Schedule Tabloid</title>
<description>Dates, Holidays, Information, etc.</description>
<link>http://www.smas.purdue.edu/SchedTab_fall.html</link>
<guid isPermaLink="false">12</guid>
<author>Ronald J. Glotzbach</author>
<pubDate>Sun, 15 Jan 2006 12:50:12 AM EST</pubDate>
</item>
</channel>

</rss>



Examples

C N N ( http://www.cnn.com/services/rss/ )

M S N BC ( http://www.msnbc.msn.com/  Scroll down)

Lafayette Journal & Courier

( http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=SERVICESO06 )

Microsoft Developers Network (MSDN)

( http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/default.aspx )



Resources

What is RSS

o  http://lwww.xml.com/lpt/a/1080

RSS Versions

o  http://www.rssfeeds.com/versions.php

RSS (file format)

o http://len.wikipedia.org/wiki/RSS_(file_format)

RSS 2.0 Specification

o http://blogs.law.harvard.edu/tech/rss

Atom compared to RSS
o http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atom_(standard)#Atom_Compared to RSS 2.0



