Web-Hosting Basics
“Using your Purdue career account’s www folder to host your web site”
CGT117 Handout

This handout covers the following topics:
1. Web-enabling your Purdue Career Account
2. Explain and demonstrate the use of FTP

3. Explain the basics and implementation of setting file/folder permissions.

Web-Enabling your Purdue Career Account

If you don't already know it, Purdue gives you a nice chunk of space on their server to host your own web
site. A lot of people don't utilize this resource. Hence, this course makes it mandatory that you do. This will
not only help you get a good grade in this class, but will also serve as extremely practical and useful
knowledge for a future in any web/network related career.

Web-Enabling your account for the first time:
1. Go to the following URL http://labinfo.cc.purdue.edu/ and click the My Account Web Page option
under the Services heading.

2. Login using your Purdue career id and password (this is your PUCC login, not your TECH login):

This is Purdue’s HTML-based resource to assist you in managing your web content quickly and
efficiently without knowing any UNIX commands.

3. Get a general feel for all the features and menu options. Then proceed to click on the “WEB” tab.

4. Now, click the “"Create My Web Page” button. This creates a generic default web page and places it
on your H drive and names it index.html.

If this button is disabled, it means that your web page is already online (technically speaking, it
means that the web server already found a file called “index.html” in your www directory.)

5. To view your web page, click on the URL on the right (under "My Purdue Web Page.”)

6. Congratulations! You have been web-enabled!

File Transfer Protocol

File Transfer Protocol or FTP is one of the most common ways of making updates to your web site if it
resides on a commercial server. If you are hosting on Purdue’s server, you could simply logon to a PUCC
terminal and dump your new files in the www folder on your H drive. But you're not going to be in this
situation forever. After you graduate, Purdue will take back all that space that it gave you on its server. ®

For this reason, we need to know how to get/put files from/onto a server that we can’t physically access.
This section will run you through the process of configuring WS FTP Pro, an FTP program that is installed on
almost every workstation at Purdue (http://www.ipswitch.com/Products/WS_FTP/index.html). Configuring
other FTP programs is very similar to configuring WS FTP. Typically, FTP programs require the following
information to establish a successful connection:

1. Host Name: ex. icdftp.cc.purdue.edu

2. Host Directory: ex. www

3. Username

4. Password

Let’s configure WS FTP Pro:



1. When you open the program, you will see a dialog box similar to this one. Fill in the host name as
shown (icdftp.cc.purdue.edu) and then fill in your Purdue ID and password (this is your PUCC login
information, not your TECH information.)
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Click on “Save” and then click “Connect.”



2.

If the server responds, you will be connected to your H Drive. You might have to try to connect
more than once if the server is busy. Assuming that you are now connected, you should see a
dialog box similar to this one. The right side is your H Drive, while the left side contains your
computer’s local directories and drives. Bring up your web site on the left side by navigating to
your local folder and then double-click on “www” on the right side to go into the www folder on
your H drive. You should see the index.html file you created in the previous section of this handout.
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3. Due to the intuitive GUI of FTP programs such as WS FTP, file transfer is simply a click away. The

two green arrows in the middle let you upload (put to server) and download (get from server) a
selected file. Go ahead and try it.

%3 WS_FTP Pro
File Edit Wiew Tools Help

=8| - 10| x|

J Address Iftp:.-".-"ku:uthar_l,l@icdftp.u:-:.purdue.edu.-" j J
Local spstem Bemate system
If:"-.www j Ia"hu:ume.-"champiu:un.-"s.-"ku:uthary.-"www j
M anne | Size:l ChgDir I arme | fil Chalir
| dandyl.swf KB T (et ——
FlashKit doc ke KO P~ 3 Engish MkDir
£ index. hirl 1KEB -~ globe |
&1 main. htrl 3EE . —— | _Dimagephiz .
W n |
@ merno. i 4DEKBJ = _YuploagHote | =
@ metiu. hitml TkE Execute N Frogramming Erecute
—_— .
E@ pendulur, swf 2kB — 1 projects
i Rename B enanme
& portfolio_3d bt T — [
&) portfolio_actions. .. BkE Delete i e [elete
@ pu:urtfu:uliu:u_animati... BB Refresh 3 fNebsites | Pefresh
@ portfalio_approa... KB o | —— @ inde. bkl - | ———
TI | _’|_I Dirlnfo 4 I I LI_ Dirlnfa

226 ASCI Tranzsfer complete.

DELE /home/championds kothary s Flazhkit doc
280 DELE command successful,

J Dizconnect [Cancel Help Options... About Exit

B
-
|

4. WS FTP lets you do a lot more. However, discussing all its functions is beyond the scope of this

handout. We recommend that you tinker around with it when you get the time. For our purposes,
this is all we need to know to upload files to our web server.

All we need to do now is set the “permissions” for our www files.



Permissions

Now that your new files have been uploaded to the server, you need to give other users access (permission)
to view these files.

Setting the permissions:

1.

Go to the following URL and login using your Purdue career id and password (this is your PUCC
login, not your TECH login):
https://labinfo.cc.purdue.edu/login

This is Purdue’s HTML-based resource to assist you in managing your web content quickly and
efficiently without knowing any UNIX commands.

Then proceed by clicking on the "WEB” tab.

Click on the “"Change Permissions” button. This will take you to another page titled "Change my
page permissions.”

Click the “Change my permissions” button.
You should see a message similar to “Your permissions have been changed.”

Remember, you must do this every time you upload a new file to your server, may it be a simple
image or a movie.



